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In June 2016, I joined the Australian Permanent Mission to the World Trade Organisation in Geneva, 

Switzerland for a two month internship.  Here, I was given a unique opportunity to work with DFAT 

staff and engage with the multi-lateral trading system in the epicentre of world diplomacy.   

During my time in Geneva, I was fortunate enough to assist with work in a wide variety of 

committees in both the World Trade Organisation and the United Nations. The benefit of these 

experiences for my future professional career are immeasurable.  During my internship, I was 

charged with organizing briefs, preparing cables and assisting Australian delegates at informal 

meetings and sessions.  Furthermore, in the Consulate office, I was afforded the opportunity to 

engage with staff in consular services and other policy areas.  Combined, these experiences gave me 

significant insight into the everyday workings of a DFAT Post, as well as the machinations of a highly-

specialised field of technical policy.   

The Mission provided an environment in which I could practically employ my academic knowledge 

whilst developing essential professional skills. The officers of the Mission treated me as a colleague, 

and clearly considered my professional development as a matter of importance. In my assignments, I 

was provided a wealth of support by technical experts in the field, and entrusted with tasks which 

required me to demonstrate my evolving skills.  This enabled me to make real contributions to the 

office, and develop a deeper understanding of the intricacies of Australian trade policy.  Above all 

else, it was an incredibly humbling experience to sit behind the Australian flag and assist our 

delegates in negotiations and committee meetings.   

I cannot recommend the internship program at the Australian Permanent Mission to the World 

Trade Organisation any higher.  My time in Geneva was both incredibly rewarding and motivating.  It 

is impossible to fully comprehend the realities and complexities of the rules-based, multi-lateral 

trading system from the classroom.  Simply put, this internship is the best chance you will have to 

experience this first hand, and develop a greater understanding of Australia’s increasingly important 

role on the world stage. 

 


